Edwin F. “Abie” Harris, Jr.

Abie Harris graduated from NC State, traveled in Europe and studied at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris,
taught in the College of Design, planned the campus for thirty-two years, and retired as University Architect in
1998. At present he is consulting with campuses and communities, and serving on the board at the Penland
School of Crafts. He was made a fellow in the American Institute of Architects for his work in campus
planning. His architectural drawings were donated to the D.H. Hill Library’s Special Collections. Some of
these and others have been exhibited in numerous shows and have been widely published.

As an architect Abie has always drawn. While studying in Europe many years ago, he made the obligatory
“grand tour”drawings of memorable buildings and places. The drawings were small, notebook size, in pen
and ink, and a few were done with colored crayons. Since then he has maintained sketchbooks of travels and
special places. This past year Raleigh artist Carrie Knowles suggested that he draw Boylan Heights and
participate in their annual Arts Walk. With the aid of Catherine Bishir and Michael Southern’s wonderful A
Guide to the Historic Architecture of Piedmont North Carolina, he drew historic Raleigh buildings as well as Boylan
Heights. These drawings have been recently exhibited in Raleigh’s Municipal Building Art Exhibition, “Raleigh
as History & Place”. This spring, Nancy Agasi requested art that captured the spirit of the culinary continuum
from Coon Rock Farm to Zely and Ritz Restaurant.

Abie’s work has also been shown in the Penland School of Craft’s Gallery, Brushy Mountain Winery in Elkin,
Rebus Works Gallery, and the Little Art Gallery.
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